
 
 

Additional Clarifications of the 2023 Rules of Golf 
 

Updated January 1, 2026 
 

New additions will normally be updated on a quarterly basis each January, April, July, and October and 
the next quarterly update will be in early April 2026.  
 

This document includes only new and revised MLRs that are effective on January 1, 2026. 
 

See www.usga.org/RulesClarifications for complete and final versions of these MLRs, as well as 
all other items that are included in these quarterly Clarifications of the 2023 Rules of Golf. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
New or Revised MLRs that will be effective on January 1, 2026 
 

1. Model Local Rule A–4 – Internal Out of Bounds 
 

2. Model Local Rule E-14 – Player Has Not Played from Wrong Place When Unaware Ball 
Might Have Moved  
 

3. Model Local Rule F-2 – Limited or Extended Relief for Embedded Ball 
 

4. Model Local Rule F-5 – Immovable Obstructions Close to Putting Greens 
 

5. Model Local Rule G-6 – Prohibited Use of Motorized Transportation 
 

6. Model Local Rule G-9 – Broken or Significantly Damaged Club Replaced with Similar Club  
  

Note: The revised version of MLR G-9 detailed in this document replaces previously 
published and digital versions of MLR G-9 starting on January 1, 2026. 
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COMMITTEE PROCEDURES 
 

Model Local Rule A-4: 
 
  A-4 – Internal Out of Bounds 

Purpose. For course design or safety reasons, a Committee can choose to specify that a particular 
part of the course is out of bounds during the play of a particular hole (see Model Local Rule A-4.1). 
The Committee may also specify that such a boundary only applies to any stroke made from the 
teeing area of a particular hole (see Model Local Rule A-4.2).  

 
This is done to stop players who are playing that hole from playing to and from another part of the 
course. For example, on a dog-leg hole, an internal out of bounds may be used to prevent a player 
from cutting the dog-leg by playing a ball to the fairway of another hole. 
 
But a Local Rule stating that a ball is out of bounds if it crosses a boundary, even if it re-crosses the 
boundary and comes to rest on the same part of the course, is not authorized because a ball is only 
out of bounds when it comes to rest out of bounds. 
 
Model Local Rule A-4.1 
“During play of [specify hole number], the [specify location or side] of the hole, defined by [insert 
description of method of defining out of bounds, for example, white stakes], is out of bounds. 

These [insert objects used to define out of bounds, for example, stakes] are boundary objects during 
the play of [specify hole number]. For all other holes, they are [immovable | movable] obstructions. 
 
Model Local Rule A-4.2 
“During play of [specify hole number], the [specify location or side] of the hole, defined by [insert 
description of method of defining out of bounds, for example, white stakes], is out of bounds for any 
stroke that must be made from the teeing area. 

These [insert objects used to define out of bounds, for example, stakes] are boundary objects during 
the play of [specify hole number] for any stroke that must be made from the teeing area. At all other 
times, they are [immovable | movable] obstructions. 
(Updated January 2026) 
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Model Local Rule E-14: 
 
  E-14 – Player Has Not Played from Wrong Place When Unaware Ball Might Have Moved 

Purpose. When the actions of a player (or the actions of the player’s caddie) cause their ball to 
move, the player is required to replace it before playing. This is true even when the player is unsure 
if they caused it to move, and even when they are unaware that it might have moved, as the player’s 
lack of knowledge of their own breach does not exempt them from the replacement requirements 
under Rule 9.4a (see Clarification 9.2a/2).  
 
But in the narrow circumstance where a player is completely unaware their ball might have moved 
before making a stroke, a Committee can choose to adopt this Local Rule to address situations 
where the player’s lack of awareness provides no reason to even consider replacing the ball. When 
adopted, this Local Rule changes that outcome by providing that a player who fails to replace their 
ball in these circumstances will not be treated as having played from a wrong place and will get only 
one penalty stroke for causing their ball to move under Rule 9.4b (unless an exception to Rule 9.4b 
applies). 

 
This Local Rule does not change the outcome in situations where, before making the stroke, the 
player was aware the ball moved or might have moved, and it subsequently becomes known that 
the ball did move. This includes situations where the player believed they had correctly resolved any 
doubt they had about the movement of their ball before making their next stroke. 
 
Model Local Rule E-14 
“If a player causes their ball at rest to move and they fail to replace it before making their next 
stroke when they were neither aware that the ball had moved nor that it might have moved, the 
player gets one penalty stroke under Rule 9.4b (unless any of the exceptions under that Rule apply) 
but has not played from a wrong place if it subsequently becomes known that they caused the ball 
to move. 
 
But when a player is aware their ball at rest might have moved and fails to replace it before making 
their next stroke, the player gets the general penalty for playing from a wrong place under Rule 
14.7a if it subsequently becomes known that they caused the ball to move. The general penalty 
applies even if the ball was not replaced because the player incorrectly determined that it did not 
move or that they were not the cause.” (Added January 2026) 
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Model Local Rule F-2: 
 
  F-2 – Limited or Extended Relief for Embedded Ball 

Purpose. Rule 16.3 normally allows relief whenever a ball is embedded anywhere in the general area 
(other than in sand in areas that are not cut to fairway height or less). But a Committee may choose 
to limit this relief by: 
• Allowing relief only when a ball is embedded in a part of the general area cut to fairway height 

or less. 
• Not allowing free relief for a ball embedded in the wall or lip of a bunker (such as a stacked turf 

or soil face). 
 
In addition, in competitions where there is live television coverage, where a ruling made in real time 
may later be questioned based on when video evidence of that player’s stroke is shown on the 
broadcast, a Committee may use MLR F-2.3. 
 
Model Local Rule F-2.1 
“Rule 16.3 is modified in this way: 
 
Free relief is allowed only when a ball is embedded in part of the general area that is cut to fairway 
height or less. 
 
[Stacked turf faces above bunkers are not cut to fairway height or less for the purpose of this Rule.] 
 
Penalty for Playing Ball from a Wrong Place in Breach of Local Rule: General Penalty Under Rule 
14.7a.”  
 
Model Local Rule F-2.2 
“Rule 16.3 is modified in this way: 
 
Free relief is not allowed when a ball is embedded in [stacked turf faces] [soil faces] above bunkers.” 
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  Model Local Rule F-2.3 

 
This Model Local Rule is recommended only for use in competitions where there is live television 
coverage, where a ruling made in real time may later be questioned based on when video evidence 
of that player’s stroke is shown on the broadcast.  
 
A Committee is not authorized to extend the permissions of this Model Local Rule outside of parts of 
the general area that are cut to fairway height or less. 
 
“Rule 16.3 is modified in this way: 
 
In addition to when relief is allowed under Rule 16.3a, if a referee determines that it is known or 
virtually certain that part of a player’s ball is below the level of the ground in a pitch-mark in the 
general area that is cut to fairway height or less that has not been repaired in some way and was 
made as a result of any player’s stroke, the player may take free relief using the procedures in Rule 
16.3b. 
 
A pitch-mark has been repaired in some way when it has been pressed down or undergone any form 
of repair by anyone whether deliberate or incidental, and regardless of the quality or completeness 
of the repair.   
 
Examples of repaired in some way include when a pitch-mark has been pressed down with a club or 
foot, anyone has attempted to repair it with a tee or some other device, or when the pitch-mark is in 
an area over which a mower has passed or has been otherwise prepared by maintenance staff. A 
pitch-mark that has been repaired in some way can and will often result in a visible indentation from 
which there is no relief under this Local Rule. 
 
Penalty for Playing Ball from a Wrong Place in Breach of Local Rule: General Penalty Under Rule 
14.7a.” (Updated January 2026) 
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Model Local Rule F-5: 

F-5 – Immovable Obstructions Close to Putting Green 
Purpose. When a ball lies anywhere other than on the putting green, an immovable obstruction on 
the player's line of play is not, of itself, interference under Rule 16.1. Free relief is normally not 
allowed.  

But if the aprons or fringes of putting greens are cut short enough that putting from off the green is 
likely to be a common choice of stroke, immovable obstructions that are close to the putting green 
may interfere with such strokes. 

 
In that case, the Committee can choose to give an extra relief option under Rule 16.1 when a 
player's ball lies in the general area and an immovable obstruction close to the putting green is on 
the player's line of play. 

The Committee may limit such relief to certain situations, such as only for particular holes or 
obstructions, or only when the ball and the obstruction are in part of the general area cut to 
fairway height or less.  

The Committee can modify this Local Rule to also provide such relief from ground under repair and 
can limit relief to only specific areas or specific types of ground under repair. 
 
Model Local Rule F-5.1 

"Relief from interference by an immovable obstruction may be taken under Rule 16.1. 

The player has an extra option to take relief when such immovable obstructions are on or close to 
the putting green and on the line of play: 

Ball in General Area: The player may take relief under Rule 16.1b if an immovable obstruction is: 

• On the line of play, and is:  

o On or within two club-lengths of the putting green, and 

o Within two club-lengths of the ball. 

But complete relief must be taken, which includes both physical and line of play interference. 
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Exception - No Relief If Line of Play Clearly Unreasonable. There is no relief under this Local Rule if 
the player chooses a line of play that is clearly unreasonable. 

Penalty for Playing Ball from a Wrong Place in Breach of Local Rule: General Penalty Under Rule 
14.7a." 
 

Model Local Rule F-5.2 

Model Local Rule F-5.1 applies but with the following addition to the second paragraph: 
 
"This Local Rule only applies when both the ball and the obstruction are in part of the general area 
cut to fairway height or less.” 
(Updated January 2026) 
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Model Local Rule G-6: 
 
  G-6 – Prohibiting Use of Motorized Transportation 

Purpose. A Committee can choose to prohibit players from using any type of motorized 
transportation such as a golf cart during a round. This is appropriate when the Committee views 
walking as an integral part of playing in the competition or when it believes that the use of 
motorized transportation would be unsafe or might damage the course. 
 
In adopting this Local Rule, the Committee can allow motorized transportation in limited ways, such 
as to take players from one hole to another when those holes are far apart or allowing members of 
the Committee to give a player a ride when they will play, or has played, again under penalty of 
stroke and distance. 
 
If a player accepts a ride without the permission of the Committee, the Committee can waive the 
penalty if it would have authorized the player to ride in that situation had the request been made. 
For example, if a player who had lost a ball and needed to return to the teeing area accepted a ride 
from a volunteer when there was no Committee member available, the Committee could waive the 
penalty if members of the Committee would have given the player the ride if asked. 
 
A Committee can also later approve a ride that was accepted by a player under the mistaken belief 
that it was allowed, such as when it was reasonable for the player to believe that the person who 
offered the ride was authorized to do so as part of the competition. 
 
But, when motorized transportation is not allowed by Local Rule, it is a principle of the Local Rule 
that players should walk the entire course, so authorization should not otherwise be given if a 
player has been given a ride forwards when they have not already walked that distance. For 
example, if a player stops to buy a refreshment after playing their tee shot, and then asks a 
volunteer for a ride forward to their ball, this is not a situation where it is reasonable for a ride to 
be later approved by the Committee and the penalty under the Local Rule should be applied. 

 
Model Local Rule G-6 
“During a round, a player or caddie must not ride on any form of motorized transportation except as 
authorized or later approved by the Committee.  
[A player who will play, or has played, under penalty of stroke and distance is always authorized to 
ride on motorized transportation.] 
 
[Players and caddies may ride on the shuttle between holes [identify hole] and [identify hole].]  
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Penalty for Breach of Local Rule: The player gets the general penalty for each hole during which 
there is a breach of this Local Rule. If the breach occurs between the play of two holes, it applies to 
the next hole.”  

  (Updated January 2026) 
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Model Local Rule G-9: 
Note: The following Model Local Rule replaces previously published and digital versions of MLR G-9 
starting on January 1, 2026. 
 

  G-9 – Broken or Significantly Damaged Club Replaced with Similar Club 

Purpose. Rule 4.1a(2) allows a player to repair or replace a club that is damaged during the round, 
except in cases of abuse. But a Committee may adopt a Local Rule to restrict replacement to cases 
where the club is broken or significantly damaged. 

Model Local Rule G-9 
“Rule 4.1a(2) applies but is modified in these ways: 

1. A club damaged by the player or their caddie during the round or while play is stopped under 
Rule 5.7a may only be replaced if the damage was not caused by abuse and if the club is broken 
or the damage is significant. 

For the purposes of this Local Rule, examples of when a club is “broken or the damage is 
significant” include: 

Shaft: 

• The shaft is in pieces, or it is bent, dented, kinked or splintered. 

Clubhead (except Club Face):  

• The clubhead is visibly cracked or substantially deformed (but not when it is only scratched, 
chipped or has a minor dent), 

• The clubhead is loose or no longer attached to the shaft, or 
• A part inside the clubhead is loose (such as when there is an audible rattle). 

Club Face: 

• The club face is visibly cracked or deformed (including when it has a chip or minor dent but 
not when it is only scratched). 

Grip: 

• The grip or part of it is loose. 
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2. When replacing a club under this local rule: 
 
• The replacement club must fill the gap created when the player took the broken or 

damaged club out of play to ensure the progression of the set is maintained. 
• Rule 4.1b(4) is modified to allow a replacement club to be built from parts being carried by 

or for the player or any other player who is playing on the course. But the other restrictions 
of Rule 4.1b(4) continue to apply. For example, the player must not add or borrow any club 
being carried by or for any other player who is playing on the course. 

Penalty for Breach of Local Rule – See Rule 4.1b.” (Updated January 2026) 
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