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o Nation’s largest wholesale 
water provider

o Service area: 
• 19 million people

• 5,200 square miles 

• parts of six counties

o 26 member agencies
o Supports $1.6 trillion regional 

economy (ranks 11th in the world) 

The Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GOLF & WATER SUMMIT

Regional Rebate Program
Krista Guerrero/ Metropolitan Water District



Large Landscape Surveys
• No cost
• Minimum 1 acre irrigated area
• Commercial, institutional, HOAs common 

areas, Large Residential Landscapes
• Recommendations to improve water 

efficiency

www.bewaterwise.com



Regional Rebate Program

socalwatersmart.com



Commercial Rebates: Landscape
• Rotating Spray Nozzles

• Base rebate $2 per nozzle
• Large Rotary Nozzles

• Base rebate $13/set
• Weather Based Irrigation Controllers

• Base rebate $35/station
• Central Computer Irrigation Controller

• Base rebate $35/station
• Soil Moisture Sensor Systems

• Base rebate $35/station
• In-Stem Flow Regulators

• Base rebate $1 each (min 25)

socalwatersmart.com



• Multi-pronged approach to maximize water 
utilization and conservation
• Minimum $2 per square foot of turf 

removed
• Commercial: 50,000 square foot 

rebate maximum (meter per yr)

• Incorporates watershed 
components to capture runoff
• Additional requirements on 

socalwatersmart.com

Turf Replacement Program



Additional 
Funding 
May Be 

Available



Landscape Training for Professionals
• Water Efficient Landscape Dual 

Certification Program
• QWEL
• CLCA’s Water Manager 

Certification
• FREE!
• www.clca.org/weldcp



Landscape Training for Professionals
• Model Water Efficient 

Landscape Ordinance Training
• Ordinance governs all new and 

larger rehab landscape projects
• FREE!
• www.clca.org/mwel



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
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Water Savings Incentive 
Program
Gary Tilkian/ Metropolitan Water District



• On-Site Recycled Water Retrofit Program
• Other Device Rebates
• Water Savings Incentive Program – Custom, 

pay-for-Performance Incentives

Metropolitan’s CII Rebates and Incentives
Irrigation equipment Rebates @ 
SocalWaterSmart.com
Turf Replacement
Free Large Landscape Surveys -
BeWaterWise.com
Landscape Training & Certifications for 
Professionals



Device Rebates available for:  
•• Highghgh-hh-efficiency plumbing fixtures
•

gg y p
••• HVAC equipment
•

q p
••• Commercial kitchen & food equipment
•

q
••• Medical & dental equipment

Additional CII Incentives
On-Site Retrofit Program

•• Convert potable irrigation & industrial water uses to recycled
•

p
••• $195 per acrerere-

g y
ee-foot for five years of estimated water use $195 per acr$ ree oot foofo

(up to actual costs)

Innovative Conservation program  
•• Grant program to test new technologies
•

p g
••• Up to $50k per grant
•

p $ p
••• ~2 year cycle



• “Pay for performance program” 
• Incentives for non-residential, customized projects:
• Retrofit existing equipment
• Improve processes
• Improve agriculture & landscape irrigation systems 
• Contract for water management services

• Apply online at socalwatersmart.com

Water Savings Incentive Program (WSIP)



Example 1: Large Landscape Project

Project

Replacement & upgrade of entire
irrigation system, including “smart” 
irrigation controllers, drip and high-
efficiency sprays, flow sensors, rain 
sensors, master valves, & lateral lines  
~16.6 Acres irrigated area. Project 
completed ~ Dec 2014

Calculated water 
savings 355M gallons over 10 years

MWD incentive $141,069
Eligible Project Costs $780,000



Example 2: Commercial Project

Project

Wholesale plant nursery captures its 
own irrigation runoff, treats it on-site 
through natural processes, stores water 
on-site and re-uses for irrigation.  Project 
completed ~ Oct 2014

Calculated water 
savings 1,180M gallons over 10 years

MWD incentive $357,659 (+ $100,000 WMWD)
Eligible Project Costs $715,317

Altman Specialty Plants



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GOLF & WATER SUMMITWSIP Incentive Calculation Example 

Payment 2
Base Incentive

$15,000

$0$0
$2,000$2 000
$4,000$4 000
$6,000$6 000
$8,000$8 000

$10,000$10 000
$12,000$12 000
$14,000$14 000
$16,000$16 000
$18,000

$13,000

Payment 1 (30%)

$5,400
50% of

Eligible Costs

After 1 Year,
Water Saved

Verified

$10,000

Agency
Additional $

$8,000

$18,000• Estimated 25M Gal 
Saved Over 10 Years 

• $20K Project Cost

• Local Agency 
add’l funding 
($8,000)
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Pure Water Southern 
California Program
Bruce Chalmers / Metropolitan Water District



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GOLF & WATER SUMMITSustainable Water Use at Golf 

Courses
• Golf courses use a great deal of water
• Recycled water is a reliable supply
• Reuse at golf courses

• 13% nationwide/60% in Orange County CA
• Mandates/drought, lower cost, sustainable
• Significant issues using recycled water

Lake Oroville

Lake Mead

Pebble Beach Irrigation

Drought Impacts Algae Impacts 



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GOLF & WATER SUMMITRecycled Water Issues Critical 

to the Golf Community
• Water Quality/treatment
• Regional System vs On-site systems
• Availability/storage
• Cost of water
• Residuals management/Permitting

AW
T 
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Constituent Target Concentration

TDS 150 - 400 mg/L

Chloride/Sulfate 100 mg/L

Nitrogen 6.4-10 mg/L-N

Boron 0.5 – 1.0 mg/L

On-site Treatment

Regional Treatment

Typical Flow Diagram



Program Overview

Phase Completion

Environmental 
Planning 2021 – 2024

Early Start 
Projects 2022 – 2025

Design & 
Construction 2024 – 2031

Testing and 
Operation 2031 - 2032



• Resiliency 
Benefits to the 
Region from 
Implementing
the Pure Water Southern 

California Program

Resiliency and Reliability

Lower risk of 
allocation

Reliability 
during seismic 

event

Increased 
operational 

flexibility

Water quality 
improvement & 

DPR

Resilience to 
climate change



Next Steps/Schedule

43

• Complete Cost of Service analysis
• Board workshop/discussion on program/rates
• Board action to fund program
• Continue to pursue grants from State and 

Federal governments
• Incorporate Early Start/Delivery projects

Key Actions Preliminary Timeframe
Board action to include the RRWP in the CIP Dec 2022/1st QTR 2023
PM support consultant on-board 1st Quarter 2023
Early delivery water agreements framework 2nd Quarter 2023
Early Delivery/Start design consultants on-board Mid/Late 2023



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
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Innovation
& ICP Program

Parker Cohn
CEO, PRM



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GOLF & WATER SUMMITINNOVATION

How did you get here?



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GOLF & WATER SUMMITINNOVATION



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GOLF & WATER SUMMITWHY INNOVATE?



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
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Finite Resources

Growing Population

Megadrought

500k Acres of Fallow Farmland

Doom & Gloom

Maintain Quality of Life
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GOLF & WATER SUMMITOUR INNOVATIVE PROCESS
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GOLF & WATER SUMMIT

● Request for Proposals: September 19, 2022

● The deadline for proposals is December 15, 2022 at 
1:00 PM PST.

● Subject to funding availability, a total of $275,000 will 
be awarded to proposals seeking up to $50,000 
through a competitive application process.



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GOLF & WATER SUMMIT

Innovation through 
Collaboration

Suresh
Moderator

Krista Guerrero
MWD

Gary Tilkian
MWD

Bruce Chalmers
MWD

Parker Cohn
PRM

2:00 pm – 2:40 pm


